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ABOUT 


A Scrupulous Conſcience, &c. 


T is not my Deſign in the following Diſcourſe, to ex- 
|| poſe or upbraid the Weakneſs of any of our Diſſent- 
ing Brethren 3 but rather charitably to contribute 
what I can towards the healing and curing of it: and this 
I take for granted, That we cannot do greater Service ei- 
ther to the Church of Chriſt, or Souls of Men, than by all 
prudent Means to root thoſe needleſs Scruples out of their 
Minds, which have been the Occaſion of ſuch unchriſtian 
Separations and dangerous Diviſions amongſt us at firſt 
begun, and ſtill maintained, generally, upon the Account 
of ſuch Things, as I verily believe, a well-in{tructed Con- 
ſcience need not be concerned or diſturbed about. 
Here I ſhall firſt ſhew what I underſtand by a Scrupu- 
lous Conſcience, then obſerve ſome few things concerning 
itz and laſtly, offer ſome plain Rules and Means by which 
we may beſt get rid of it. 

Firſt, What is a Scrupulous Conſcience? Now Conlſci- 
ence, as it is a Rule of our Adtons, is nothing elſe but a 
Man's Mind or Judgment concerning the moral Goodneſs 
or Evil, Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of Thingsz and as 


this Judgment is either true or falſe, ſo is our Conſcience 
A 2 either 
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either good and well-grounded, or erroneous. The Dj.- 
vine Law tnade known to useither by the light of Nature 
or plain Scripture, or dire& conſequence from it, ſach as 
any honeſt man may underſtand, is theRule of Conſcience 
or of that Judgment we make of the lawfulneſs or unlaw- 
fulneſs of things: ſo that our Conſcience is a ſafe Rule and 
Guide of Ations no further, than as it ſelf is direted and 
warranted by the Law of God. 

I. A good and well grounded Conſcience is, when we 
carefully abſtain from whatever God hath forbidden, dont 
negle& doing any thing which he hath commanded, and 
as for other Matters left indifferent and at liberty, we do 
them or forbear doing of them, according as the Rules of 
obedience to Superiours, Prudence, and Charity, do re- 
quire. This is the Health and ſound State of the Mind. 

2. An erroneous Conſcience is, when we judge that to 
be evil or unneceſlary which God hath exprefly command. 
ed, and is our Duty; or that to be good and neceſſary 
which he hath plainly forbid, and is really ſinfal. Now 
our Conſciences cannot alter the nature of things: that 
which is our Duty remaineth fo, and we fin by omitting 
it, notwithſtanding we in our Conſciences think it unlaw- 
ful to be done ; and what is really Evil continneth ſuch, 
and is Sin in us, however our Conſctences tell us it is our 
duty to do it: and the fault is more or leſs compaſſiona- 
ble and pardonable, as the cauſes of the Error are more 
or leſs voluntary and avoidable. This is a grievous Diſ- 
eaſe 'and deadly Sickneſs of the Mind, when we thus 
groſly err in our Judgments, and act according to our mi- 
ftaken Opinion of Things. 

3. A ſcrupulous Conſcience is converſant about things 
in their own Nature indifferent, and it confifts 

Either in ſtritly tying up our ſelves to ſome things 
which God hath no where commanded 3 as the Phariſees 
made great conſcience of waſhing before they did = and 
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a Scrupulons Conſcience. "3 
abundance of other unneceſſary Rites and Uſages they had 
of Mens own inventing and deviſing, which they as reli- 
giouſly, nay more caretully obſerved than the indiſputable 
Commands of God himſelf: 

Or ina conſcientious abſtaining from ſomethings which 
are not forbid, nor any ways unlawful. Touch not, taſte 
0t, handle not, doubting and fearing where no Fear 1s, 
thinking that they ſhould as much offend God by eating 
fome kind of Meats, wearing ſome Garments, as they 
ſhould do were they guilty of Murder and Adultery, 
Which 1s the Caſe of many amongſt us, who by ſuch Scru- 
puloſity about little matters, ſeem more preciſe and auſtere 
than other,good and honeſt Chriſtians are, or themſelves 
need or ought to be. 

Far be it from me, by any thing I ſhall now ſay, to diſ- 
_ courage the greateſt and tendereſt care any Chriſtian can 
take, to keep himſelf from all Sin, from all Occaſions and 
Temptations to it, from the leaſt appearance of Evil, of 
what is really ſuch: and to do any thing that is in it ſelf 
ſinful, out of confidence that it is lawful, is far worſe and 
a more grievous Offence than to abſtain from many things 
which are truly lawful, out of an Opinion that they are 
ſinful. Notwithſtanding this, I cannot but reckon it the. 
chief Policy of the Devil, the grand Enemy of all that is 
good, when he cannot perſuade us that there is nothing at 
all ſinful or unlawful, than to make us ſuſpect every thing 
for ſuch, or at leaſt, that there 1s great danger of diſplea- 
ſing God by the moſt indifferent and innocent Actions 5 
by theſe means enſnaring and entangling Mens Conſcien- 
ces, and rendring Religion a moſt troubleſome Burden to 
them. 

A ſcrupulous Conſcience therefore ſtarts and boggles, 
where there 1- no real Evil or Miſchief; is afraid of omit- 
ting or doing what may be omitted or done without Sin. 
Which I know not how better to illuſtrate than by thoſe 
UnaC- 
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unaccountable Aritipathies ot Prejudices that ſome men have 
againſt ſome ſort of Meats,or living Creatures, which have 
not the leaſt harm or hurt in them,yet are ſo offenſive and 
dreadful to ſuch Perſons, that they fly from them as they 
would from a Tyger or Bear,and avoid them as they would 
do the Plague or Poyſon. Juſt thus do ſome Men run out 
of the Church at the ſight of a Surplice, as if they had 
been ſcared by the Apparition of a Ghoſt. 

I proceed to the ſecond thing I propounded, to obſerye 
to you ſome few general things concerning this ſcrupulous 
Conſcience 3 as, | 

I. That this is a very ſickly, crazy temper of Mind, a 
great Indiſpoſition, a ſtate of Weakneſs and Infirmity, It 
ariſeth from Ignorance and want of right Underſtanding 
our Religion, from undue timerouſneſs or unſetledneſs of 
Mind, from Melancholy, or unreaſonable Prejudices and 
Miſtakes about the Nature of things. Such ſcrupulous Per- 
ſons are like fearful Women,that wander in the Dark, who 
ſeeing nothing to affright them, yet fancy many things, 
which make them tremble every ſtep they take: or like 
thoſe who ſee only by an uncertain glimmering twilight, 
their Imagination once abusd and prepoſleſs'd, transforms 
every Object into a Monſter or Gyant. 

Thus this Scrupulous is the ſame with what in other 
Words ſome call a tender Conſcience, fo tender that eve- 
ry thing hurts and wounds it,like a tender Eye which the 
leaſt Duſt or Smoke greviouſly offends, or a tender Con- 
ſtitution of Body, which the leaſt Air or Wind mightily 
diſorders and diſcompoſes. Now this is far from being 
any Vertue or Commendation in us, this 1s no delirable 
Qualification, nor a matter of Ambition to- be thought 
Men of ſuch tender Conſciences, no more than 1t is for a 
Man's Reputation to beſickly and oftenindiſposd. A good 
Conſcience is firm and ſteady, well ſetled and reſolved, 
and ſuch needleſs Scruples about things lawful are at _ 
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beſt a ſign of an ungovern'd Fancy,and a weak Judgment. 
As the niceneſs and ſqueamiſhneſs of a mans Stomach that 
diſtaſts wholſom Food is a ſymptom of an unſound and un- 
healthy Body. This doth not argue any extraordinary boli- 
neſs or purity above others, asthe Phariſee conceited of him- 
ſelf, Stand off, come not nigh me,touch me not, for I am holier 
than thou,becauſe he waſhed himſelf ſo often. No, we are 
yet in a childiſh ſtate, and whilſt we are frighted with 
ſuch Bug-bears and Phantaſms, we have not yet arrived to 
the Underſtanding or Reſolution of a Man. 

2. This Scrupuloſity about little matters may be, and 
is often a ſign of Hypocriſie. I take not upon my ſelf to 
judge any Perſons. Let every man look to himſelf; but 
thus certainly it was with the Scribes and Phariſees of old; 
They ſtrained at every Gnat, ſtymbled. at every Straw, 
would ſtarve ſooner than eat their Meat with defiled hands, 
would not for the World wrong a Man of a Cummin-ſeed, 
or a ſpear of Mint, and by this wonderful exadneſs and 
ſtrikneſs in ſome inſtances, they eaſily gained the Reputa- 
tion of the greateſt Saints 3 ſo that it is ſaid to have been 
an ordinary Proverb among the Jews, That if but two Per- 
ſons in the World went to Heaven, one of theme would be a. 
Scribe the other a Phariſee. Yet for all this, if we will be- 
lieve our Saviour's account of them, they made nothing of 
ſwallowing Camels, living in the greateſt and moſt known 
Wickedneſe 

Alas ! their Conſciences would not give them leave to: 
enter into the Governours Hall to go amongſt the Heathens, 
for fear of being polluted by them, yetat the ſame time they 
ſtuck not at ſuborning falſe Witneſſes againſt the beſt and 
moſt innocent Perſon that ever lived. They blamed the 
Diſciples for plucking the earsof Corn on the Sabbath-day, 
as if they, poor tender-hearted men, were offended and 
grieved to the Soul at ſuch Prophaneneſs, and yet they 
thought it nothing to deny relief and ſuccour to their own: 
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Parents, when in Want or Diſtreſs; they made no Bones of 
Rapine and Extortion, oppreſiing the Poor, or devouring 
Widows Houſes. By their curiolity about ſome external] 
Obſervances, they hoped to make amends for their groſs 
Tranfgreſſions in other Caſes of far greater weight and mo- 
ment. Since they denied themſelves many things which 
God had allow'd them, they hop'd he would readily for- 
give them, tho in ſome other things they took a greater 
Liberty than he had permitted them. 

Had any of us been preſent when Mary, St. Johz 12. 3. 
took the Ointment of Spikenard,very coſtly, and anointed 
the Feet of Jeſus, and had heard Judas's Rebuke, Why was 
not this Ointment ſold for three hundred pence,and given to 
the Poor 2 ( He ſcrupled ſuch a profuſe expence, tho about 
our Saviour himſelf. He thought it might have been bet- 
-ter employ'd, to moreuſeful purpoſes.) Should wenot from 
this have ſtrait concluded him the moſt charitable and con- 
ſcientious of all Chriſt's Diſciples, and yet this over-great 
care for the Poor was only a pretence and covering for 
his theeviſh Intention. | | 

They therefore who are ſo ſcrupulous about little in- 
different matters,ought to approve their Honeſty and Sin- 
cerity by the moſt accurate Diligence in the PraQtiſe of all 
other Duties of Religion,which are plainly and undoubt- 
edly ſuch. They who pretend to ſuch a tender Conſcience 
above other Men muſt know, that the World will watch 
them as to: the fairneſs and juſtice of their Dealings, the 
calmneſs of their Tempers, their behaviour 1n their ſeveral 
Relations, their Modeſty, Humility, Charity, Peaceablenelſs, 
and the like. If in all theſe things they keep the ſame Te- 
nor, uſe the ſame caution and circumſpeGion, and be uni- 
formly conſcientious, then it muſt be acknowledged, that 
it is only Weakneſsor Ignorancethar raiſeth their Scruples, 
not any vicious Principle; and the condition of thoſe who 
are under the Power of ſuch Scruples, 1s much to be con 
miſerated. | But, 
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_ - *;Bnt,” when I ſee a Man ſcrupling praying by a Book or 
' Form; and yet living without any ſenſe-of God or fear of 
* - him; afraid of:a Ceremony in God's Worſhip, and not 
. afraid of a'plain'damnable Sin,” of Covetouſnels, raſh cen- 
ſaring his Brethren, of Hatred and Strife, FaQtion and'Schiſm, 
_ and Diſobedience to Superioursz when I ſee one that out 
of Conſcience refuſeth to kneel-at the Sacrament, and yet 
dares totally negle& the Communion; who takes greatcare 
not. to give offence tor his weak Brother, but can freely 
ſpeak evil of Dignities, and deſpiſeth his lawful Gover- 
nours;: it is not then uncharitable to ſay, That it is not 
dread of diſpleaſing God, but ſome other bye end or In- 
tereſt that as and moves ſuch. a Perſon, and in' pleading 
the Tenderneſs of -his Conſcience he is no other 'than a 
downright Hypocrite. © | CAO Of 
On the other ſide, Let a Man be never ſo punctual and 
critical in his Conformity to all the appointed-Ceremonies 
and Ulſages in our Church, lethim conſtantly attend God's 
ſolemn Worſhip, and behave himſelf moſt reverently and 
decently at the Publick Prayers; yet if this Man be pro- 
fane and intemperate, a Derider of true Piety and Godli- 
_ neſs, if he lives looſly and at Random, all his regularDe- 
votions, all his bowing and- kneeling to the Honour of our 
Saviour, all his niceneſs about his Worſhip to perform it 
in the moſt orderly manner, all his Zeal for the Church 
{hall ayail him nothing. He 1s no better than thePhariſee, 
waſhing the out-fide, whilſt he 1s within full of all Wick- 
edneſs and Uncleanneſs. ' To be ſo-concerned about little 
things, whilſt we make-no Conſcience of the greater, 1s 
the moſt evident ſign that can be given' of a falſe Chriſti- 
an. And hath it not often hapned 1n the World, that ſuch 
a mighty Scrupuloſity about our Duty hath proved a very 
ſucceſsful way of growing great or raiſing an Eſtate, -by 
giving Men ſo fair an:opportunity of impoſing upon the 
credulous and unwary? So that I, have known it adviſed 
oo 
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as. an- uſeful: Caytion to thoſe who: would-live inthe 
Warld, always to. ſtand upon your 'Guard and-look to 
your Pockets, when you deal with thoſe who pretend to 
greater Tenderneſs and. ExadGneſs than other undoubtedly | 
fober and honeſt Chriſtians generally do. = 
3. Where Perſons are truly honeft and mean well, there 
is nothing more troubleſome and vexatious than ſuch un- 
reaſonable Scruples about things lawful. "This muſt needs 
be an intolerghle diſturbance:to a man's Mind, and breed 
great Anxiety and Inquietude, when Perſons are continu- 
ally ſhivering and trembling leſt by-.every thing they do 
they. incur the Divine Diſpleaſurez and it certainly diſa- 
les a man from performing his neceſſary Duty. He 1s like- 
yr: v6-make but a-flow Progreſs in his Journey, who in- 
cad of going on cheerfutly in his way, 1s frequently at 
a ſtand, doubting which foot heſhould fet forward, or what 
particular Path he ſhould choaſe. Thisrobs men, in a great 
meafure, of thar Peace and Satisfaftion which they might 
otherwiſe find in Religion, whalit they are daily: perplex- 
ng themfflyes with untying Knots which themſelves only 
bave faſtned. Scruples about things indifferent, when 
once we attend to and entertain them, like the Plague of 
Flies amongſt the Egyptians, will be conſtantly buzzing in 
our Ears, and tormenting us with their Impertinency 3 till 
at length we come to diſtruſt every thing, and there is 
nothing that belongs to ordinary Civility, no reereation 
we can ule, no cloaths we can wear, no diſcourſe we can 
hold with others, -no converſation we .can maintain, or 
buſineſs which we tranſa&' in the. World, but we ſhall 
raiſe ſome trifling :ObjeRions or Scruples about it, which 
will make our Condition continually uneaſfie and reſtleſs. 
For, FT | 
4- Thefe Scruples are infinite and endleſs: for, being 
grounded upon ſome very little and. inconfiderable Rea- 
fon, . there 1s hardly any: thing to be: done bur forme _ 


* Exceptions may be ſtarted againft' it; which may (60n1 piiz; 
zle and nic? the wp Mmorant ſort of Chriſtians, 
Thus he that ſcruples a Mitiffer's offciatin 'in a white 
Garment, may eaſily be brought to doubt of the fitriels of 
his doing it in Black, and then he' proceeds agaitiſt'any 
folemn diftin& Habit, and at laft againſt the Office of Mi- 
. viſters itſelf, and tells you alt Gods People ate holy, atd 
that all Chriſtians are a Royal Prieſthood, and we have 
no need 'of Teachers, for we are all taught of God. From 
ſcrupling the ' Sign of. the Croff after Baptiſm, Men have 
-. fbont come to queſtion Tnfarit Baptifin it ſelf: they have at 
firſt perchanice diſliked only. ſome'PHgyiificant Ceremonies 
ny Gods Worſhip,” of Humane" Appointmenit, but. thence 
they have-gone'on to'deny all outward bodily Reverence, 
and th bore thc pn to pull off their Hats in 
Churches, then not to do it before Magiſtrates, at laſt not 
at-all: and'thus by giving place'to ſuch little” Scruples, 
they become afraid of ſpeaking; looking, or doing any 
thing like-other Men. 4 ETD | 
This-is notorious amongſt us. Thoſe who have taken 
Offence at'ſome' things in our Church,: ahd have thereup- 
on ſeparated from'us, and affociated' theinfelves with a pu- 
rer Congregation, have'ſoon diſliked" ſomething amongl[t 
them alſo ; and then they would reform ' themſelves F. 
ther, and after that refine thetnſelves more ſ{tif], till at laſt 
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5. Laſtly, This needleſs ſcrupling of lawful ings hath 
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the Confeſſion of the ſobereſt and moſt conſiderable of our 

Difſenters nothing-is required, as a condition of Commu- 
nion, that-is ſinfalz yer how-1s ſhe rent and torn; man- 

glediand divided, how hath ſhe been aflaulted, undermi- 

ned, and in danger to be the ſecond time overthrown up- 

on the Account only of Habits and Geſtures, and particy- 
lar Forms, Rites, and Modes of Diſcipline and Worſhip, 


- - with which ſome Men are:not well ſatisfied or pleaſed, 
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which they judge might be better done and ordered ano- 
ther way, or which they rather would, have left at liber- 
ty, that every man-may do therein according to his own 

Diſcretion or Opinion. A 
In the greatand neceſſary Truths of Religion we all pro- 
foſs to be agreed. We all worſhip the ſame God, believe 
in the ſame Lord and Saviour, have the ſame Baptiſm, the 
ſame Faith, the ſame Hope, the ſame common Intereſt, our 
Sacraments,.as to the main, are rightly adminiſtred accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Inſtitution, our Churches are acknow- 
ledged to be true Churches of Jeſ#s Chris? : but there are 
| ſome Conſtitutions, which reſpe& chiefly outward Order 
and the decent” Performance of Divine Worſhip, againſt 
which men haye received ſtrange Prejudices, on the ac-. 
count of them have raiſed. a mighty noiſe and clamour a- 
oainſt the Church, -and have openly ſeparated from its 
Communion, as if by renouncing of Popery we had only 
exchanged one idolatrous Service for another. About theſe 
$kirts.and Borders, thedreſs and circumſtances of Religion 
hath been all our quarelling and contention; and: theſe 
Differences have proceeded to ſuch an height, ,as to beget 
tmmortal Feuds and Animoſities, to break and crumble us 
into littte Parties and FraCtions, - whereby mutual Edifica- 
rion is hindred, our common Religion Guffers Reproach, the 
Enemies of it are ſtrengthned and. encouraged, publick 
Peace endangered, and brotherly Love, the Badge of 
Chriſt's Diſciples, quite loſt amongſt us: and the continu-. 
| | gud 


- ance of theſe miſerable Diſtra&ions amongſt us upon ſuch 
frivotous Accounts ( if compared with the Intereſts of 
Peace-and Charity)'is a matter of {ad conſideration to all 
lively Members of Chriſt's Body, - and forebodes great evils 
impendent over our Church and State. I doubt nor to ſay, . 
that the Devil hath fought more ſucceſsfully againſt Relt- 
gion under the Mask of a zealous Reformer, than under 
- any other diſguiſe whatever. IHE DF 50.8.7 qa eee" 49 I 
The grand Enemy of Mankind hath by various ways and 
means .all along contriv'd and endeavoured to defeat the 
deſigns of Heaven for the Good and Happinets of Men: _ - 
and as the Divine Wiſdom hath in ſeveral Ages of the World 
| manifeſted ir ſelf for the encouraging and promoting of 
true Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, ſo hath the Devil always 
been at work to oppoſe what he could find moſt proper 
for the hindring the good effe& of God's Kindneſs towards 
us. When the tu]lnefs of Time came, by the appearance of 
the Son of God in the World, he was in a great meaſure 
dethroned, his Kingdom overthrown, and the laſt and moſt 
effetual means were uſed for the recovery of Men ont of 
his Snare and Power. When therefore he perceived thatby 
all the grievous Perſecutions he raiſed againſt the Churchit 
ſpread only. ſo much the faſter, that at laſtthe whole Hea- 
then Idolatry fell down before the Crofs of Chniſt; when 
he was ſhametully. expelled out of his Temples, and from 
his Altars, his Oracles filenced, and the Religion of Jeſus 
_ prevailed every where he then betook himſelf tor his old 
Serpentine Arts of diffimulation.: Since he'con}d'no longer 
oppoſe Chriſt's Kingdom by: open War, he reſolved toturn 
Chriſtian, and to ſet up for Chriſt's Deputy, and ſubſtitute 
here on Earth, to fight againſt Chriſtians under Chriſt's 
Banner, and by: adulterating and corrupting the Chriſtian 
Dodrine;. to ſpoil it of-all its Efficacy, to introduce his 
old Heathen Rites and Idolatrons Ceremomes, as unwrit- 
ten Traditions from Chriſt himſelf or his Apoſtles, _— 
under 
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ynder;his;/Name and pretended Authority to exerciſe all thac 
cruglty. oppreſſion, and-fraud,. which 1s fo pleaſing to his 
 qwn:infernal Nature, hoping; to: burn; deſtroy,” root:out 
all ,true: Chriſtians, from. thei face of the Earth,. uttder co- 
lour, of. propagating; the Catholick' Faith,. and- enlarging 
- Chriſt's Kingdom in the; World, 

When Chriſtendom had long: groaned 'under this miſera- 
ble Tyranny, it pleaſed God: in;many places of Ezrope, 
but. eſpecially; here in England; to ſet.on foot a:Reforma- 
tion .ob. Religion, which was-happily: and: peaceably ac: 
 compliſhed among-us by the favour: and countenance! of 
- publick Authority andthe; wiſe.Gounfel and Advice! of our 

Reyerend. Biſhpps and.other Miniſters,| To nip this in the 
Bud, the Devil, rajſed/ that ſharp Perfecition 4n' Qu, Mary's 
days, in\which: our firſt -Refotmers:gloriouſly ſealed: what 
they. had done -with-their:Blood i but this proving ineffe- 

ual, that, he might the; better fruſtrare. the:ends!.of our 
_ Reformation, himſelf-would;tura/ Reformer to0s A'great 
Cry. was. ſoon. raiſed; againſt/our Church, asnot ſufficient- 


Iy purged: from; Popery, our - Biſhops,. our: Prayers, our 


emonies;were all- Antichriftian;/ and/-1ti was: not lon 
- before, all, Miniſters, Tythes,” Temples, and:'the-Univerſi- 
ties;toQ,. were condemned as ſach;: and: God knows they 
had: well- nigh reformed-away all Learmng; trueReligion; 
and. Worſhip 'of-God, and under;the ſpecious-Pretence of 
paring, off, all. Superfluitics, had grievouſly: ſhaken the 
Foundations of, Chriftiawity: it ſelf; inforach; that it came 
_ to, paſs, as ſome, of thoſe. who-naw diflentfrom'urdidthen 
complain,. That Profeſſors .of. Religion: dad openty oppoſe and 
deride almait all that Service of God out of Conſcience, -which 
other Men-nſed to do out of Prophanenefi. And whatiinfinite 
1{chief this raſh; and 1ntemperateZeal:for reforming Abu- 
es:and, Corruptions-hath'dane to;our Church and Nations 
if the Experience. of this laft Age wilt nor fufficiently:con- 
vince men, it is not toþehoped/that.anyDiſcourſe _ 

| e 
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.- Wes little confider whoſe Intereſt wwe thus'ſerye 'and-pro- 
” mote: we do his work who is'moſt delighted with-Strife 
and Confuſion, and every one can'tell who 'that is, and 
where:he reigns. To be ſure by theſe uncharitable Sepa- 
rations we highly gratifiethecommon Enemy, whoſe great 
Deſign and Policy it hath all along 'been, by the Follies 
and invincible Scruples of Proteſtant Diſſenters-to weak- 
en, and-by degrees pull down the Church of England, and 
then we all become an eafie Prey to-Rowe. 4; 4H 

If any now tell me, that to prevent this great Miſchief 
and Danger that ariſeth from-onr Diviſions, it is not ſo ne- 
ceſlary that the People ſhould lay down their Scruples, 
(which they cannot well do, ſince no one can at any time 

think or believe as he will ) as it 1s that the Impoſttions. 
themſelves, the Matters ſcrupled at, ſhould be removed 
and taken away, and then Peace and Unity may be better 
ſecured. To this I only anſwer theſe two things: 

1. Inow conſider things as they at preſent ſtand amongſt 
us. We have a Church fetled and eftabliſhed by- Law; mn 
which nothing that is ſinful ts emjoyned. What the Du- 
ty of our Governours and Saperionrs is, how far they 
may or ought to condeſcend to the Weaknels or Scruptes 
of others, I ſhall not take upon me to determine; that ts 
another Queſtion which belongs not to us. But I conſider 
now only what private Members of ſuch a Church are to 
do, and then I fay, ſcrupling rhe Uſe of ſome things pre- 
ſcribed by the Church, will not jaſtifie our leaving itz 
nay, -as I ſhall ſhew afterwards, it is -our beſt and fafeſt 
courſe to ſubmit and comply with ſuch Orders, notwith- 
— "But Tadd, + '- 5-7 £2] 

2. If this were a ſafficrent Reaſon why: the Conſtitution 
of any- Church ſhould be altered, becauſe fome things are 
ſcrupled in: it,” there never could be a fetled Church as 
long as the World ftands; for, fince there will be always 
a difference in Mens Underftandings and Tempers, ſorne 


weak. 
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weakand injudicious,; others peeviſh and-proud, there will 
confequently-be- many that. ſhall ſcruple and be offended 
at the beſt and moſt innocnt Conſtitutions. And if the Ce- 
remonies-now in uſe amongſt us had not been retained at 
. our firſt Reformation, thoſe very Perſons, who are now ſo 
much diſſatisfied with the Impoſition of them, would per- 
haps have been the firſt that {hould. have then complained 
of the want of them. Of: which we; have this--potorious 
and undeniable ..Evidence.. 1n.. the late times,' when our 
Church was laid in the Duſt, when none of thoſe Ceremo- 
nies or Forms which are now objected againſt were impo- 
ſed, or commonly uſed, yet even then,were men gathering 
Congregations out-of Congregations, purifying and re- 
forming ſtyll farther 3 Scruples encreaſed, Se&s and Divi- 
ſions upon/them multiplied, and never ſuch Diſtraftions 
and Confufions in Religion as in-thoſe days; and without 
the gift of Prophecy one may foretell, that if what is prin- 
cipally- found fault with in our Church was now aboliſh- 
ed, yet thoſe that are given 'to Scrup)es| wguld-at leaſt in 
time find cavelling Objections againſt,':any- Conſtitution 
that can be made. They are like Men given to ſue.and go 
to Law. They never want ſome Pretencc to diſturb, them- 
{elves and their Neighbours: 


...i Men may talk of reconciling oor Difterences,) and ma- 
king up our Breaches.to their Lives end. and propourid 
their ſeveral Projects, and frame. their.Models, and- con- 
ceive fine deſigns of Union and Accommodation, yertnone 
of theſe. will have any effect, or do any good,: till Men 
learn. Humility and Modeſty, :and be; contented tq be go- 
verned by others in things indifferent, till Self-conceitand 
Pride be in ſome meaſure rooted out 3. and when 'this 1s 
effectually done, there will then be found burt-little need 

of any Alteration. in the preſent Conſtitution. , |. 
The foundation: of our. Peace and Agreement: nut be 
laid in. the reforming our ſelves and our oa" Tempers 
E: DO he 


' 4 Serupulons Conſcience. 


 Thewaytouniteusliethnot ſo much in amending the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment,Government, Liturgy,endeavouring to 
add to it,or leave out of it, till all Parties among{t us are 
ſatisfied, (which indeed can never be effefted) as it doth 
confiſt in our becoming more truly Chriſtian in our Lives 
and Tempers. They are our vicious Diſpolitions, more 
than our different Apprehenſions, that keep us at ſuch a 
| diſtance. Let the terms of Communion with the Church 
be what they will, yet as long as Men retain the ſame 
quarrelſom Mind, and induſtriouſly ſeek for Doubts and 
Scruples, and are glad to find them, and prefer their own 
private Opinion and Judgment before the Wiſdom and 
Authority of all their Governours, whether Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, it is plain our Divifions and Animolities will 
not, cannot ceaſe. 

But chisleadsmetothe laſt thing I defign'd to diſcourſe 
of 5 which was, to propound to you the beſt ways.and 
means by which men may get rid of and eaſe ther Minds 
of ſuch Scruples 3 where I ſhall eſpecially conſider thoſe 


that relate to our communicating with our Pariſh-Church- 


es. You muſt not expe& that I ſhould deſcend to, and 
anſwer the particular Exceptions which hinder men from 
conſtant Communion with us 3 but only in general I ſhall 
crave leave to adviſe ſome few things, which. would 
mightily tend to the removing thoſe Doubts and Scruples 
that yet detain ſo many in a os of utter Separation from 
us, or at leaſt diſcourage their total and hearty joyning 
with ns. Which charitable Deſign and Attempt, however 
unſucceſsful I may be in it, yet cannot, -I hope, be unac- 
ceptable to any, whoſe Conſciences are peſter'd with ſuch 
Scruples,ſince I endeavour only todeliver them from thoſe 
Miſtakes, which beſide the diſſervice they do to Religion 
and the Proteſtant Intereſt, go alſo expoſe them to trou- 
ble and danger from the Publick Laws and Civil Magi- 
ſtrate. Of many Rules that might be given in this caſe, I 
ſhall znfiſt only on theſe ——_ * 
1. We 
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ix. -We ſhould take great care to beget and- cheriſh: jn 

our; Minds:the moft gh, and worthy, -and honourable 
© Thoughts'of God Almighty. | This is the Foundation of all 
Religion; and as our! Appreheniions off God are, ſach for 
the moſt-part will be his Worfhip and 'Service. Accord- 
ingly as we concerve of his Nature, ſo ſhall-we judge what 
things are moſt pleaſing to him, asalfo what they are that 
are moſt-offenſive and diſtaſtfal to him. : ---' - + 

* Now confider;, I beſeech you, Can.that Man have be- 
coming and: excellent Thoughts of the:Divine Nature, who 
rmagines that God regards any particular Geſtures, Habits, 
and: Poſtares fo far, as that the acceptance of our Service 
and Worſhip ſhould depend upon ſuch Gireumſtances of 
our Religious Actions? When with all Humility and true 
devotion of Heart a fincere Chriſtian proſtrates' himſelf at 
the Throne of God's -Grace, and: with earneſt Defire and 
AﬀeR&ions begs thoſe good:thingsthat.are according to Gods 
Mind” and'' Wilt, can 'we believe that the-Father- 6Four 
Spirits ſhall 'refirſe'and rejet his Petition becauſe it1s'deli- 
vered in a certain preſcribed form of Words ? Shall his im- 
portunate'reftewed Requeſts fail of Succeſs becauſe he ſtill 
. tiſeth the ſame Pxpreſſions, and reads his'Prayers out of a 
Book? 1sGod pleaſed? with variety of Words? ot the copi- 
. ouſne of ont Invention;orithe elegancy of our Phraſeand 
Stile? Is it not the Heart and inward frame' of Spirit that 
God principally reſpe&ts m all our Prayers? Or can we 
think {6 meanly of God, tharhe flx3uldſhut his-ears againſt 
the united Prayers of his People,” bechtife(offended at the 
coloar-of the Garment in which the Miniſter officiates? 
. .Suppoſe two Perfons, both with equal Preparation, with 
true Repentance and Faith to approach the Lord's Table; 
one/pf them,vbuit-of a-deepiſenſe:of his Unworthineſs to 
rectivefo'great Bleſfſin 5-41 out of a'grateful acknowledg- 
might of the Benefits therein conferr'd apon-him, takes the 
Sacrament upon 'his Knees; im the humbleſt Poſture 3 he 
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- other" ſittirlg -or ſtanding *:can yon think that the: Sacra: 
ment:is efiecual or--beneticial, or that; God:bleſies. it only 
to-him that-fits,'or that 1t would not have. been-of the ſame 
advantage to him if he alfo:had receved it kneelmng}? To 
ſarmiſe any ſuch thing, :is ſurely to diſhonour God); as-if 
he were a low, poor, humourſome Being,/like a Father that 
ſhould diſinheric'his Child; tho in all Reſpe&s moſt 'duti- 
ful to him, and every way deſerving; his greateſt Kindneſs, 
only becauſe he:did-not like: his Complexion, or:the co- 
lour of his Hair: . The wiſer and greater:any Perfor: is:to 
whom we addreſs'our-felves, ' the lefs he-will ſtand: upon 


little Punctilios, -* - © Sky on am Perm 44 
. Under the Jewiſh Law -the. minuteſt czrcumſtances'of 
Worſhip were exadtly deferibed-/and determined/by Ged 


himſelf, and it. was not:ordinarily: lawful::for:the ' Prieſts 


at all to vary from'them. Butit was neceſſary then: that it 

| ſhould be thus; becauſe the Jewiſh Worſhip was typical 
of what was to come hereafter, and:thofe: many nice. Ob- 
ſervances that were appointed were not”;commandet-for 
themfelves,: as if there were anyiBxcellency 1h them, but 
they were ſhadows of things to come, 'which-are all now 
done:away by the'Goſpel, ' and the» bringing 1n'of- ever» 
laſting Righteouſneks, - the only thirig always pleaſing to 
God, and agreeable to his Nature:;Jr 1g ſpitityal rational 
Service God now expeds'from-ns; and deliphts'in 5: arid 
he muſt look upon*God as' a very fond-andicaptious Be2 

. ing,whocan perſwade himſelt that'our Prayersand'Thankt= 
givings,and other As of Worſhip,:tho-we:be moſt hearty: 
and: devout in/ ther; yet ſhalY beirejefted'by khimionhy bes 
cauſe'of ſome-particular Habits or Geſturerwe uſed which 
were neither diſhonodrable'to'/G6d,7 nor unfutable to the 
nature! of thoſe religious Performances... i; 4 oi 4 

| Sach' mean Thoughts of God are thertmme ground: of all 
Superſtition, - whe we'-think-to: courtiavid pleaſe him:by: 
making-great Ina IP" thifgss.and for m_ 
93 2 cen 
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been truly obſerved, that there is. far more Superſtition 
in conſcientious abſtaining from that which hath no 
where forbid, than there is in doing that which God hath 
not commanded. A man may certainly do what God hath 
. not commanded, and yet never think to flatter God by it, 
nor place any Religion in it, but he may do it only out 
of obedience to his Superiours,. for outward Order and 
Decency, for which end our Ceremonies are appointed, and 
ſo there is no. Superſtition in them. But now a Man can- . 
not. out of Conſcience refuſe to do what God hath not 
forbid, and is by lawful ——_— required of him, bur 
he muſt think to pleafe God by fach abſtaining : and in 
this conceit-of pleafing or humouring God by different 
things, [conſiſts the true Spirit of Superſtition. 

2. Lay out your great care and zeal about theneceſſary and 
ſubſtantial duties-of Religion, and this will make you leſs 
concerned about things of an inferiour and indifferent na- 
ture. As on the one hand our fierce Diſputes and Debates 
about little things and circumſtances are apt to eat out the 
Heart and Life of Religion, ſo on the other ſide, mind- 
ing thoſe things -moſt, in which the Power of Religion 
doth confift, 1s the beſt way to cure our Scrupulouſneſs 
about little things. This was the Apoſtle's Advice to the 
Romans, cap. 1.4 amongſt whom eating or nor eating ſome 
Meats, obſerving, or not obſerving ſome days, had occafi- 
oned as imnch Trouble and- Scruple as Forms of Prayer 
and Ceremonies do now amongſt us, ' ver. 17. The King- 
dom of God is not Meat or Drink, but Righteouſnef, Peace, 
and Toy in the Holy'Ghoſt. What needs all this Stir and 
Buſtle? This -cenfuring, difpating, and dividing about 
Standing or Kneeling, theſe are not the great matters. of 
our Faith 3 they are not worth ſo much Noiſe and Con- 
tention. The great ſtreſs and weight 1n our Religion is 
laid -upon the Duries. of a righteous and holy Life, and a 
peaceable Spirit-and Converſation, and then he adds, 


VEr. 


. wer. 18. For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt is accepta- 
ble to God and approved of Men. | | 


Thus when you betake your ſelves to your Prayers, let ' 


it be your greateſt care to fix in your Minds a due ſenſe 
of God's InfiniteMajeſty, of your own Vileneſsand Unwor- 
thineſs, of your manifold Wants and Neceffities, 'and the 
near”; goodneſs of the things you petition for, and 

is readineſs to grant them upon your humble Requeſt 5 
and the more you do this, the leſs follicitous you will be 
about the form or words of your Prayers. He that minds 
thoſe things moſt on which the efficacy of his Prayers for 
Chriſt's ſake doth depend, 'will not ſtand in need of, nor 
require new Phraſes every time to ſtir his Attention or to 
raiſe his AﬀeRtion. Thus let Men be very diligent and 
conſcientious in preparing themſelves for the Holy Com- 
munion ;' let them corne thereunto with lively Apprehen- 
ſions of Chriſt's Love in dying for us, with hearty Reſohutt- 
ons of Amendment, and true Charity towardsall Men; the 
more concerned they are about theſe neceſiary things, the 
leſs afraid will they be of offending God by kneeling at 
the Adminiſtration, or coming up. to receive it in one 
part of the Church rather than another: for, they will find 


that they are quite other things in which true Religion _ 


confiſts, in a new Nature, in a divine temper of Mind, ir 
the conſtant Praiſe of Holinefs, Righteouſneſs, and Cha- 


rity; which make a Man really better, and more like un- 


to God. | 

He that places any Religion in not putting off his Hat, 
or ſitting at the Sacrament, or not ſtanding up at the 
Creed or Goſpel, as I before ſhew'd you, hath no worthy 
| Thoughts of God: ſo neither hath he any right Notionof 
Chriſtianity, which conſiſts only in unfeigned Piety to- 
wards God, and ſincere Love td our Brother, not inany 
external Rites or Obſervances, which are in their own 
Nature variable and mutable, and are different in ſeveral 
Churches. | 23, 
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-3- It would greatly contribute to the removing -theſe 
Scruples which hinder the bleſſed. .Union of Chriſtians - 
among(t us, ;if men. were but really. willing to receive fa- 
tisfattion. This alone would go half way towards con- 
quering them. - Bat when they are grown, fond of and 
nouriſh their Doubts and Prejudices, and converſe only 
with thoſe -Men, - read only thoſe Books, and hear thoſe 
Diſcourſes. which -are - made of their fide, - which ſerve to 
beighten.and ſtrengthen their Jealoufies and Suſpicions, 
when they avoid-the means of Convidion as dahtgerous 
Snares and Temptations, and look upon this tenderneſs or 
aptneſs. to be offended, as a ſign of Graceand extraordina. 
ry Conſcientiouſaeſs, there can be but little hopeg-of reco- 
| vering ſuch Perſons to' a right apprehenſton -of things; 
Whereas would they come once to diſtruſttheir own Judg- 
ments, to ſuppoſe that they may perhaps be all this while 
miſtaken, would they calmly-and patiently hear, faithfully 
and - impartially-confider whatisſ{aid or wroteagainſt them, 
as eagerly deſire and feek for ſatisfation,; as Men do:for 
care of any Diſeaſe they are ſubjec& unto; ' would: they, I 
ſay, thus diligently uſe all firmeans and helps forthe res 
moyal of their Scruples, betore they troubled the Church 
of Chriſt with them, it would-not prove fo very difficult 
aiTask to convince and ſettle ſuch: teachable Minds. | - 
If therefore any Man be poſleſfſed with Doabts or Scrus” 
ples againſt any thing praCtiſed or required 1n our Church, 
let him firſt read ſome of thoſe excellent Books, that 'are 
written with all the fairneſs and! evidence-imaginable; 'on 
purpoſe to explain and- juſtifie thoſe things that-are moſt 
uſually excepted againſt; let himconſult withſome of our 
Church before he leaves1t. Let hin: honeſtly, repair to the 
Miniſter, of his Pari{h,orſome other whomhe hath in great- 
ter eſtimation, and ingenuouſly open his Mind ito: hum,de- 
claring what it-is he moſt ſtumbles at, and hear iwhat can 
be offtered for the Reſolution of his Doubts; If conſulting 
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with one Perfon will-not do itlet himadviſe with-others, 
and try this often; before he condemns. us,and divides from 
us.” Would Men do this ſeriouſly, wth carneft defire of in- - 
ſten&ion,without doubt we ſhould have far fewer Separi- 
._ tiſts, and they whoatter this did- ſtill diflent from us,would 
be far more-excuſable 1a it, than otherwiſe they are, and 
this 1s no other than what men ordinarily do in their tem- 
poral Aﬀairs. When they have any fear or ſaſpition about 
their worldly concerns,they-preſently repair to thofe who 
are beſt skilFd, and moſt able to reſolve them, and in their 
judgment and determination they commonly acquieſce and 
fatisfie themſelves. Hath_ any man a ſcruple about, his E- 
-ſtate, whether it-be firmly ſetled, or he hath a (true legat 
Title to it? 'Fhe way he takes for fatisfaftion 1s to adviſe 
with Lawyers, the moſt eminent for Knowledge 'and Ho- 
neſty-in their Profeffion. If they agree in the ſame Opini- 
on, this is the greateſt aſſurance he can have thar it is right 
and fafe. Thus 1s it with one that doubts whether ſuch a 
cuſtom or prattiſebe for his Health, the opinion of known 
and experienced Phyſicians is the only proper means to 
determine him in ſucha Caſe. The reaſon 1s the fame here. 
When any private Chriſtian.is troubled and perplexed with 
fears and ſcraples that concein his Duty, or the Worſhip 
of God; he ought-in the firſt place to have recourſe tothe 
Publick Guides and Miniſters otReligion,who are appoint- 
ed by God, and are beftfitted ro directand condudt him; 
I fay, to come tathem,not only to diſpute and. argue with 
them, and pertly to oppoſe them, but with all modeſty to 
propound their doubts, meekly to hearken to and. receive 
Inſtruction, humbly begging of God' to open'their Under- 
ſtandings that they may ſee and embrace the truth, taking 
great care that no evil afte&ion, love of a Party,or carnal 

tereſt influence or byaſs their Judgments. 

. We do not by this deſire men to pin their fajth upon the 
Prieſts Sleeye,or to put out their own Eyes that they might 
SE AE IE be 


F4/ Sorud! BUPF 9Hfc UNiCE. 


55 3 Sh L T * 
IF j$7/ 4 ED. fo 


be better guided and managed by them; but only diligent- 
ly to attend to their Reaſons and Arguments, and to' give 
ome due regard and deference to, their Authority : for it 
' is not ſo abſurd, as may by ſome be imagined, for the 
Common People to take upon truſt from their lawful 
or ah what they are not competent Judges of them- 
ſelves. | 
- But the difficulty here is, how ſhall a private Chriſtian 
govern himſelf, when the very Guides and Miniſters of 
Religion determine differently concerning theſe matters in 
queſtion amongſtus? Some warranting and allowing them, 
othersas much diſapprovingand condemning them: by whay 
Rule ſhall 'he chooſe his Guide? To which I briefly reply; 
I. As for thoſe who ſcrupleat Conformity, and are to- 
lerably able to judge for themſelves, let not ſuch relye 
barely upon the Authority either of the one or the other. 
All we deſire of them is, that they would equally hear 
both ſides, that they would think that the Miniſters of the 
Church of-E-gland have ſome Senſe and Conſcience too as 
well as other Men, and are able to ſay ſomewhat'for what 
they do themſelves, or require of others; that laying aſide 
all Prejudices, Favour to or admiration of Mens Perſons, 
they would weigh and conſider the Arguments that may 
be propounded to them, being diffident of their own Ap- 
prehenſions,and indifferent to either partof the Queſtion 3 
that they would think it no ſhame to change their Mind 
when they ſ&e good reaſon for it. Could we thus prevail 
with the People diligently to examine the Merits of the 
cauſe, our Church would every day gain more Ground 
amongſt all wiſe Men: for wecare not how much Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding our People have, ſo they be but 
humble and modeſt with it, nor do we defire Men to be- 
come our Proſelytes any further than we give them good 
Scripture and Reaſon for it. : 


. 2. But 


"=" Ycrupu 944 GONIcience. 


2. But as for thoſe who are not ſocapable of examining 
or judging for themſelves (* as few of the common People 
' who ſeparate from us really are;, they not being able ta 

give any tolerable account of their diſſent from us, only in 
general Words declaiming againſt Popery, Superſtition, 
Antichriſtian and Unſcriptural Ceremonies, Humane Tra- 
ditions, ec.) ſuch had better truſt to and depend on thoſe 
Miniſters, of known Sufficiency for their Office, who are 
regularly and by the Laws of the Land ſet over them,than 
any other Guides or Teachers that they can chooſe for 
themſelves. This to be ſure is the ſafer courſe, which in 
doubtful caſes is always to be taken. I ſpeak now of theſe 
preſent Controverſies about Forms and Ceremonies fo hot- 
ly agitated amongſt us, which are above the" Sphere. of 
common People, out of their profeſſion 3 not of ſuch 
things as concern the Salvation of all men, which are plain 
and evident to the meaneſt Capacities. When therefore 
in ſuch cafes, about which we cannor eaſily fatisfie our 
ſelves, we follow the Advice of the publickly authorized 
Guides and Preachers of Religion, if they chance to miſ- 
lead us, we have ſomething to ſay or apologize for our 
ſelves. Our Error is more excuſable and pardonable, as 
being occaſion'd by thoſe, to whoſe p adgment, by God's 
Command, we did owe a great Reſpect and Submiſſion. 
But when we chooſe Inſtructors and, Counſellors to our 
ſelves according to our own Fancy and liking, and they- 
teach us contrary to the Dodrine of our lawful Miniſters, 
if then we prove tobe in the wrong, and are betray'd-in- 
to Sin, we may thank our own Wantonnels for it, and are 
more ſeverely accomptable for ſuch Miſtakes. | 

Thus let a Man thatis troubled with any threatning diſ- 


eaſe, apply himſelf rather to the Licenſed Phyſicians or Chy- - 


rurgions, of approved Skill and Honeſty and if he chance 

to miſcarry under then, yet he hath this contentment,that 

he uſed the beſt and wiſeſt means for his Health and Reco- 
D | 


very 
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very. Bat if he leaves them all, and will hearken. only to 
O) uacks and Empiricks, tho they adviſe him quite contra- 
ry. to. what the others preſcribed, if under their hands he 
grows worſe and: worle, be muſt then charge his own per- 
verſe Folly. or dle Humour, as the cauſe' of his Ruine, 
| 4. In order to: the curing of our Seruples, we ſhould 
thoroughly underſtand and. conſider, what is the true No- 
tion of lawfal;, and: how: it differs from; what is neceſlary, 
and from what. is ſinful; That is neceſſary or our Duty 
which God bath expreſly commanded, that ts. finful which 
God hath forbid that, 1s lawful which. God hath not by 
any. Law. opliging: us either commanded or forbid : for, 
Whete thera #5 no. Law, faith the; Apoſtle,. thene is n0-Tranſ- 
greſſeon,” Rom. 4.15; There can. be no: Erandgreſfion, buy 
either omitting: what the Law commands, or doing what 
the Law: forbids. For inſtance, If any Man can: fhew where 
kneeling at: the/ Sacrament. is forbid: in Scripture, where 
fitting ts required; where praying by aForm 1s-forbid, and 
extemporary- Prayers. ara enjoyned, then. indeed the Diſ- 
pute would foon; be at ar end : but if neither the one nor 
the other can be: found, as moſt certainly they cannot, then 
kneeling at the Sacrament, and: reading: Prayers-out of a 
Book; muſt be reckon'd amongſt things lawful. And then 
there is no need of ſcrapling them, becauſe they may be 
done: without, Sin: nay, where they. are required by our 
Superiours, it is. our Duty to ſabmit to.them, becauſe it is 
our Duty to: obey them in all lawful things. | 
This way of arguing is very plain-and convincing, and 
cannot:be evaded but by. giving another Notion of Law- 
ful. And therefareit is commonly. ſaid, thatnothing 1slaw- 
ful, eſpecially: in the Worſhip of God, which God himſelf 
hath not prefcribed and appointed, or that hath been abyu- 
ſd to evil Purpoſes. And on theſe two Miſtakes are 
chiefly grounded Mens Scruples about indifferent Rites 
and Ceremonies.in God's Worſhip. _ Y 
| x. *Fhat 
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x. That only is ſaid to be lawful in God's Worthip 
which he himſeff hath preſcribed ind appointed; To hit 
this is thought Exception ſufficient agamſt the Porms and 
Uſages of our Church, that though they are not forbid, 
yet they are no where cortithanded in Scripture. 'Whb hath 
required theſe things at your. hands '? 
' Now herelI only ask, Where our Saviour or his Apo- 
files have forbid 'us doing any thing in God's Worſhip, 
which is not by himſelf commanded,or where in the New 
Teſtament we are told, that God will be angry with ws for 
doing any thing which he hath no where forbid, either by 
- general or particular Laws ? For unleſs this can be ſhewn, 
there can be no colour for this Pretenee, and 'we-are fuffi- 
ciently ſure, that to fach Place can be produces ont of 
the Bible. It is acknowledged by all, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as to all that is neceſfary to be believed 'or done in 
order to Salvation, as to all the eſſential and fubſtantial 
Parts of Divine Worſhip, is a plain and perfe&t Rule; bur 
It 1s as certain, that the outward Circurhſtances of Time, 
Place, -Habit, and Geſture, are not determined in the 
New Teſtament, as they were in many caſes by Moſes's 
Law: and yet God cannot be, at leaft vifibly and publick- 
ly, worſhipped withont them. Tf therefore theſe be not 
determined in Scripture, and it is unlawful to do any thing 
in God's Worſhip but what is ſo determined, it follows 
that God cannot be worſhipped at all, unleſs we cotild 
worſhip him in no Time, Place, Habit, or Geſture': nor 
indeed can I learn how a Chriſtian can, with agood Con- 
ſcience, perform-any part of God's Worſhip, 'if this Prin- 
ciple be admitted for true, that whatſoever is not com- 
manded 1s forbid, ſince the external Circumſtances of reli- 
gious Aftions, without which they cannot be performed, 
are not preſcribed or determined in Scripturez and ſo he 
raft coritthit a'Sin every tiine he prays or receives the Ho- 


ly Sacrament. 
| D 2 Beſides, 
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Beſides, this Reaſon would oblige us to ſeparate from 
all the Churches that ever were or are in the World, there 
being no conſtituted Church in which there are not ſome 
Orders and InjunQions for the reglaning the publick 
Worſhip of God no where commanded in Scripture. We 
' could never, upon this Principle, have held Communion 
with the Primitive Churches, which undoubtedly had their 
inſtituted ſignificant Ceremoniesz nor is there any Church 
at this day, that hath not, by 1ts own Authority determi- 
ned ſome of the Circumſtances of Divine Service for the 
more decent and orderly Performance thereof. Nay, 
thoſe very Perſons that make this Exception, do themſelves 
_ many things. in the Worſhip of God, without the 

caſt ſhadow of a Divine Command, to which they oblige 
their Hearers and Communicants: for, conceived Prayers, 
ſitting at the Euchariſt, ſprinkling the Infant at Baptiſm, 
the Miniſter's officiating in a black Cloak or Coat, are full 
Out as unſcriptural, humane, uncorhmanded, as any Ge- 
ſture, Habit, or Form ufed in our Church. | 

2. That is ſaid to be unlawful which hath been abuſed 
to ſinful Parpoſes, to Idolatry or Superſtition 3 ſo that no- 
thing ought to be retained in our Worſhip, tho it be not 
forbid by God, which was uſed in times of Popery. Hence 
the ordinary Objettion againſt our Pariſh Churches 1s, that 
they are not ſufficiently purged from Popery; that our 
firſt Reformers were indeed excellent and worthy Perſons 
for the Times they lived in; that what they did was very 
commendable and a good Beginning, but they were forced 
to comply with the neceſſities of the Age, which would 
not bear a compleat Reformation. They left a great deal 
of Popiſh Traſh in the Church, hoping by degrees to re- 
concile the Papiſts to it, or at leaſt, that they might not 
make the Breach too wide, and too much prejudice or 
eEſtrange them from it. But we now live under better 
means, have greater Light and Knowledge, and ſo a _ 

Er 
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ther and more perfe& Amendment is now neceſiary. Thus 
the Order of Biſhops is decried as Popiſh and Antichrifti- 
an, our Liturgy as taken out of the Maſs Book, and our 
Ceremonies as Relicks of Idolatry. 

But the truth of the caſe is this. We muſt conſider, that 
thofe of the Church of Roxze do hold and maintain all the 
Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, but then by degrees, as they 
found Opportunity, they have added a number of impious 
and pernicious Do&rines to the Chriſtian Faith, the Belief 
and Profefſionof which they equally require of all that are 
in their Communion. Beſides this, they have introduced 
ſeveral idolatrous, and ſuperſtitious Rites and PraQtiſesin- 
to the Service of their Church, never heard of for the firſt 
four hundred Years, by which they havemiſerably defaced 
and corrupted the Worfhip of God, and made it neceſſary 
for all thoſe that love their own Salvation, ta-ſeparate 
from them. Now our. firſt Reformers here in England did 
not go about to invent a new Species of Government, to 
deviſe new Rites and Ceremonies and anew form of Wor- 
ſhip, ſach as ſhould be leaſt excepted againſt, and then 
obtrude it upon this Nation, as was done at Gerzeva, and 
fome other places; but they wiſely conſidered, that if they 
did but reje& what the Roz:ariſts had added to the Faith 
and Worſhip of Chriſtians, lay alide their novel Inventions, 
Uſarpations, and unwritten Traditions, there would re- 
main the pure, ſimple, Primitive Chriſtianity, ſuch as it 
was before the Rorar Church was thus degenerated : nor 

ave weany thing of Popery left amongſt us, but what the 
Papiſts had left amongſt them of. Primitive Religion and 
Worſhip. 13s 

As we muſt not receive the evil for the ſake of the good, 
fo neither muſt we reject the good for the ſake of the evil: 
In our Church we pray neither to Saints nor Angels, nor 
the Virgin Mary, our Liturgy is in aknown Tongue, we 
deny the Laity no part of the Sacrament,nor the reading n 
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the Scriptures, weoffer no Maſs Sacrifice,nor Worſhip Ima- 
ges or the conſecrated Bread. Wehaveniot one Dodrine 
or Ceremony in uſe amongſtus, that 1s purely Popith. But 
we muſt be obliged to part with the moſt ſacred, venera- 
ble and ufefulleſt things in our Religion, if this be a ſufh- 
cient reaſon of our forbearing any thing, becauſe the'Pa- 
piſts abuſe it. 

This therefore 1 conclude to be the beſt and phaineft 
rule for the governing of onr Conſctences,- not wilfully to 
omit any thrng that God hath commanded, to avoid to 
the utmoſt of our Power what God hath forbid ; and what 
ever elſe we have noparticaltr Divine Law about,to guide 
.our felves by the general Rules of Scrtpture, the:commands 
of our Superiours,and by the ntafures of Prudence,Peace, 
and Charity. This one rule (and it cannotbut ſeem a very - 
reaſonable one) would ſoon put an end to our fſquabbles 
and janglings about Forms and Ceremomes and other in- 
different things. | 


5. In'order to the bringing men to a complyance with 


the Laws of 'our Church, we muſt deſire them to confider 
that there never was nor ever will be any publick Conſti- 
tuition, that will be every way unexceptionable. The beft 
policy, whether Civil'or Eccleſiaſtical, that 'can be eſta- 
bliſhed will' have ſome flaws and 'defe&s, which muſt be 
borne and tolerated. Some Inconveniences will in proceſs 
of time ariſe, that never could be foreſeen or provided 
againſt; and to make alteration uponevery emergent diffi- 
culty may be often 'of worſe conſequence;than the evil we 
pretend tocure by it. Let the Rules and Modes of Govern- 
ment, Diſcipline, publick Worſhip, be moſt exa& and 
blamelefs, yet there will be faults in Governours and Mi- 
niſters as long as they are but men. We muft not expe 
in this World a Church/ without Spot or Wrinkle, that 
conſifts only of Sawfts, 'in which nothing can be'found 
amiſs 3 eſpecially-by thoſe who lye at the catch arid wait 
for an advantage againſt it. IT 
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It mer: will ſcrnple and reform, as long as any thing re- 
maineth which they can object againſt, they muſt e'er- come 
at laſt, as. a Reverend Perſon of our Church-hath obſerved, 
to the ſtate-of that miſerable Man who left all humane So- 
. ciety. that he might not be-defiled with other Mens Sins, 
and at laſt cut out the Contents of Chapters and Titles of 
Books out of the Bible, becauſe they were humane Inven- 
tions added to the pure Word of God. Men maſt be wil- 
ling, if ever they would'promote Peace and Unity, to put 
candid Conſtructions and favourable Interpretations upon 
things, to take them by the beſt handle, and not ftrain 
things on purpoſe that they might cavil the more plauſt- 


bly, and raiſe moxe confiderable Objetions againft them. 


We muſt not make perſonal, accidental Faults, nor any 
thing-a pretence for our leaving the Communion- of our 
Church, which ariſeth- only: from the neceſſary condition 
and temper of all humane Afatrs, that nothing here is ab- 
ſoJutely. perfef. 

6. And laſtly, if you cannot by theſe, and other thelike 
conſiderations, not now to be*mentioned, get rid of, and 
conquer your Seruples, then be adviſed to lay them afide, 
to,throw them out of your Minds as dangerous Temptati- 
ons, and a poſitively againſt them. 

But: here Teafily imagine ſome ready preſently to ask me, 
Do you per{wade us to conform to the Orders of the 
Church tho we are not ſatisfied in our Minds concerning 
them? I anfyer, That I think this the beft Advice that can 
be given to ſuch ſcrupulous Perſons. It would be an end- 
leſs .infinite thing, and Communion with any Church 
would be altogether unpracticable, if every private Chri- 
ſtian was obliged to ſuſpend joyning himſeif'to it, till he 
was perfeRly ſatisfied about the reaſonableneſs and expedi- 
ency of all that was required, or was in uſe in that Church: 
for indeed, private Perſons are by no means proper Judg- 
es of what 1s fit and convenient in the Adminiſtration of 
© Church- 
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Church-Government, Diſcipline, or publick Worſhip, no 
more than they are of matters of State, or the Reaſonable. 
neſs of all Civil Laws. Common People generally have 
neither Patience to conſider, nor Judgment to weigh all 
Circumſtances, nor Wiſdom to chooſe that which is beſt ; 
theſe things of a Publick Nature belong only to our Su- 
periours and Governours, and if they appoint what is uh- 
fit, indecent, 'or inconvenient, they only are accountable 
for it. It is not the fault of thoſe that joyn with ſuch Wor- 
ſhip, or yield to ſuch Injundions (not plainly ſinful) for 
the ſake of Peace and Order. | 

I know therefore no better Rule for the direfing and 
quieting Mens Conſciences than this, tliat as to all ſuch 
Matters as relate to Publick Order and decent Adminiſtra- 
tion of God's Worſhip, they ſhould without any ſaperſti- 
tious Fearfulneſs comply with the Cuſtoins of the Church 
they live in, never troubling themſclves, nor curiouſly 
examining what 1s beſt and fitteſt, as long, as there is no- 
thing enjoyned or done, which (aftet due enquiry) appears 
to us contrary to any Law'of God. Thus St. Aguſtin di- 
recs us in that often quoted place, where he tells us, He 
knew no better courſe for a ſerious prudent Chriſtian to take, 
in matters of Rites and Cuſtoms, than to follow the Churches 
Example where *he is: for whatſoever is preſcribed neither 
againſt Faith or Manners, is a matter in its ſelf indifferent, 
and to be obſerved according to the Cuſtom of thoſe he lives 
among. This was agreeable to the Counſel St. Ambroſe, Bi- 
ſhop of M5lar, gave him when he was ſent by his Mother 
to enquire his Judgment about the Saturday Faſt, W her I 
an at Rome, ſaith the Biſhop, T fait on the Sabbath, but at 
Milan I do not. So thou likewiſe, when thou comeſt to any 
Church, obſerve its Cuſtom, if thou wouldeſ# neither be an 
offence to them, nor have then be ſo to thee. Which St. Au- 
guſtin ever after looked upon as an Oracle from Heaven. 


Is. I do 


I do not by this encourage Men to venture blindfold on 
Sin, or to negle& any reaſonable care of their Ations; but 
if People raiſe all the Difficulties and Objections they can 
ſtart, before they proceed toa Reſolution about things that 
have no manifeſt Impiety in them, nor-are plainly nor by 
any eaſe conſequence, contrary to the revealed Will of 
God, this cannot but occaſion infinite Perplexity and 
Trouble to Mens Minds, and thereare but few things they 
ſball be able to do with a ſafe and quiet Conſcience; Should 
all thoſe that have ſome little Arguments againſt the Sign 
of the Croſs, puzzle themſelves with the Objections uſu- 
ally urged againſt Infant Baptiſm, and defer baptizing tþeir 
Children till they were fully farisfed abour ir, I doubt 
not but the baptizing of Infants would ſoon be as much * 
ſcrupled at as the olieg them now 1s. But there is no 
apparent Evil in it; it 1s the Practiſe of the Church we 
live 1n, it is no where forbid in Scripture: this ordinarily 
is ſufficient Warrant for what we do. 

Before we ſeparate from a Church, or refuſe to comply 
with its Orders, we ought to be fully ſatisfied and per- 
ſuaded of the Unlawfulneſs of what is required, that it is 
forbid by God 3 becauſe by leaving the Communion of 
any Church, xe paſs Sentenceupon and condemn it, which 
ought not to be done upon light and doubtful cauſes: but 
there is not the ſame neceſlity that we ſhould be thus ful- 
ly fatisfied about our Conformity to all things preſcribed 
by the Church. We may preſume them to be innocent, 
unleſs they plainly appear to us otherwiſe. 

The Judicious and Learned Biſhop Sarderſor thus ex- 
preſſeth it in his fourth Sermon Ad Clerume, The Law taketh 
every Man for a good Man and true, till his Truth and Ho- 
weſty be legally diſproved : and as our Saviour ſometimes ſaid, 

e that is not againſt us is for ws : ſo in theſe matters (he 
ſpeaks of thoſe Ceremanies that for Order's ſake, and to add 


the greater Salemnity to ſacred AFions, are appointed in the 
| | Church ) 


Church) we ave to believe all things tobe lawful for us to do, 
which cannot be ſhewn by good Evidence either of Scripture 
or Reaſon to be unlawful. 

If any one be afraid that this Principle once imbibeq 
would introduce Popery, make People greedily ſwallow, 
and without any Examination ſubmit toevery thing their 
Superiours pleaſe to impoſe upon them, let him only con. 
fider (which weall agree in) that there are many things in 
the Popiſh Worſhip and Religion manifeſtly evil, and for- 
bidden by the revealed Will "of God, - which renders our 
Separation from them neceſſary, and ſo conſequently juſti- 
fialle: whereas the things objected againſt in our Church 
are at worſt only doubtful and ſuſpicious, or rather not fo 
good and expedient as might be deviſed: and this furely 
makes a wide difference in the caſe. 

But doth not St. Pal fay, Rome. 14. 19. I know and am 
perſwaded by the Lord Feſus, that there is nothing unclean 
of it ſelf, but to him that eſteemethany thing unclean it is un- 
clean 2 Doth not he expreſly tell us, That whatſoever is not 
of Faith is $11 @ that is, Whatever we do without a full 
Perſuaſion of the lawfulneſs of it, thoit be not fo in it ſelf, 
yet is a Sin inhim that doth it againſt his Conſcience. And 
doth not the Apoſtle ſay, He that doubteth is damned if he 
eat, before he is convinced that it may be done ? I deſire 
here therefore only to be rightly underſtood, and then 
theſe things are ſoon reconciled. 

x, When I ſpeak of a Scrupulous Conſcience, I ſuppoſe 
the Perſon tolerably well perſwaded of the lawfulneſs of 
what is to be done, but yet he doth not like or approve 
of it, he hath ſome little Reafons and Exceptions againſt 
It, it 1s not the beſt and fitteſt,all things conſidered. This is 
properly a Scruple, and is _— the caſe of all thoſe, 
who do ſometimes ( to ſave themſelves from the ſeverity 
of the Laws) joynin our Worſhip, and communicate with 
us; which we preſume they would never do did they 
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judge it abſolutely finful and forbidden by God. So that 
though it ſhould be granted that a man cannot innocently 
do that of which his Confcience doubts wherher it be law- 
ful or not, yet a Man maly, angin ſome caſes is bound to 
do that which is not unlawfaul.though upon ſome other Ac- 
counts he ſcruples the doing of it. 

2. If the Queſtion be about things wherein we are left 
wholly toour ſelves, and at Liberty, having no very weigh- 
ty Reaſon for the doing of them, then it may be the ſafeſt 
way to forbear all-ſuch things we ſcruple at. Of ſuch ca- 
ſes the Apoſtle ſpeaksin the fore-mentioned Places, of eat- 
10g or nor cating ſome Meats; neither of them was requi- 
red by any Law. Eating wasnoinſtance of Duty, nor was it 
any ways forbid Chriſtians: where to door not todo is per- 
fetly at our own choice,it is bclt tor a Man to forbear doing 
that of which he lath ſome ſuſpicion, tho he be not ſure 
that it is ſinful, As ſuppoſe a man have Scruples in his 
Mind about playing at Cards and Dice, or going to ſee 
Stage-ylays, or patting out his Money to Uſury, becauſe 
there 1s no great Reaſon or Necefſfiry for any of theſe things, 
and to be ſure they may be innocently forborn without 
any Dctriment to our ſelves or others; though we do not 
judge them abſolutely finfu], yet it is ſafeſt for him who 
cannot fſatisfie himſelf concerning the Goodneſs and Fitneſs 
of them, wholly to deny himſelf the uſe of them. Bir 1n 
theſe two caſes it 15moſt for the quiet of our Conicicnces, 
to alt againſt or notwithſtanding our Fears and Scruples, 
when either our Superiours, to whom we owe Obedience, 
have interpoſed their Commands, or when by it: we pre- 
vent ſome great Evil or Miſchief. 

I. When our Superiours, either Civil or Eccleliaſtical, 
whom by the Will of God we are bound to obey in all 
lawful things, have interpoſed their Commands, our Scrtt- 
ples will notexcuſe or juſtifie our Diſebedience. If indeed 
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we judge what 1s commanded to be abſolutely unlawful, 
tho it be a falſe erroneous Judgment, yet whilſt we are 
under ſuch perſuaſion we are by no means to do it upon 
any Inducement whateverg, 

If I only doubt of the lawfulneſs of any particular Acti- 
on, and it be an inſtance wherein I amat liberty, I amſtill 
bound not to do it. For, Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, 
I am certainly innocent when L forbear; I may commit a 
Sin, If I do it, Wiſdom would therefore, that the ſafer 
part be choſen. But now if I am by the command of my 
Superiours obliged to it, my choice 1s then determined, tt 
then becomes my Duty,and it can never be ſafe or advifa- 
ble to negle& a plain Duty for an uncertain Offence. Thus 
moſt and beſt Caſuiſts do Lt about a doubtful Con- 
ſcience, particularly the forenamed reverend Biſhop,in the 
ſame Sermon, Whatſoever is commanded us by thoſe whone 
God hath ſet over us, either in Church, Commonwealth, or 
Family ( quod tamen not ſit certum diſplicere Deo, ſaith 
Sr. Bernard ) which is not evidently contrary to the Law and 
Will of God, ought to be of us received and obeyed no other- 
wiſe than as if God himfelf had commanded it, becauſe God 
himſelf hath commanded us to obey the Higher Powers, and to 
ſubmit our ſelves to their Ordinances. 

But now this is more plain concerning Fears and Scru- 
ples only about the conveniency and expediency of things, 
theſe ought all to be deſpiſed when they come in Compe- 
tition with the Duty of Obedience. Would men but think 
themſelves in Conſcience bound to pay the fame Duty and 
reſpe& to the Judgment and Authority of Magiſtrates and 
Governours, whether in Church or State, as they do ex- 
pe& their Servants and Children ſhould to themſelves,they 
would foon ſee the reaſonableneſs of ſuch fubmiſhon. For 
all Government and Subjetion would be very precarious 
and arbitrary,if every one that did not approve of a Law 
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or was not fully ſatisfied about the reaſonableneſs of it,was 
thereby exempted from all Obtigations to obey 1t. Thisis to 
give the Supreme Authority to the moſt humourſome or 
perverſe ſort of Chriftians: for, according to this principle, 
no publick Laws and Conſtitutions can be valid and bind- 
ing, unleſs every ſcrupulous, tho a very ignorant Conſci- 
ence, conſent to them. 

2. We are not to mind or ſtand upon our Scruples, 
when they probably occaſion a great evil.a general miſchief: 
They are not fit to be put in the balance with the Peace of 
the Church and Unity of Chriſtians. Suppoſe for once 
that our publick way of Worſhip is not the beſt that can 
be deviſed, that many things might beamended 1n our Lt- 
turgy, that we could invent a more agreeable Eſtabliſh- 
ment than this preſent is ( which yet no manin the World 
can ever tell, for we cannot know all the inconveniences 
of any Alteration, till it comes to be tryed) yet granting 
all this, it cannot be thought ſo intolerable an Evil as con- 
tempt of God's Solemn Worſhip, dividing into Secs and 
Parties, living in Debate,Contention, and Separation from 
one another. If there be ſome Ritesand Cuſtoms among(t 
us not wiſely choſen or determined, fome Ceremonies 
againſt which juſt Exceptions may be made, yet to forſake 
the Communion of ſuch a true Church of Jeſus Chriſt,and 
ſet up a diſtin& Altar in oppoſition to it, to combine and 
aſſociate into ſeparate Congregations, is (as it is ſomewhere 
expreſled ) like knocking a man on the head becauſe his Teeth 
are rotten, or his Nails too long. How much more agree- 
able is it to the Chriſtian Temper, to be willing to ſacri- 
fice all ſuch Doubts and Scruples to the Intereſts of pub- 
lick Order and divine Charity ; for better ſurely it is to 
ſerve God in a defeQtive imperfe& manner, to bear with 
many Diſorders and Faults, than to break the Bond ce 
Peace and brotherly Communion. F 
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For this we have the Example of our Bleſſed Lord anq 
Saviour, who lived and died in Communion with a Church 
where there were far greater Corruptions both as to Per. 
ſons and PraQtiſes, than can be pretended to be in 
ours at this day; yet though he was the great Refor- 
mer of Mankind, he forſook not the Jewiſh Church, 
but aſſembled With them in their publick Synagogues, 
which anfwer to our Pariſh-Churches, preached in the 
Temple though they had made it a Den of Thieves, ob- 
ſerved their Feſtivals, tho ſome of them of humane Inſti- 
tution, nay commanded his Diſciples to continue to hear 
the Scribes and Phariſees, tho they were a moſt vile and 
wretched Generation of Men. Great were the Pollutions 
and Miſdemeanours in the Churches of Rowe, Corinth, Ga- 
latia, yet no one Member of them is ever commanded to 
come out or ſeparate from thoſe Churches to joyn in a pu- 
rer Congregation or to avoid mixt Communions, or for 
better Edification. For Men to be drunk at the Sacrament 
was certainly a worſe Fault than to kneel at ir, or for a 
wicked Man to intrude himſelf; yet the Apoſtle doth not 
adviſe any to withdraw from that Church, but only eve- 
ry one to examine himſelf. We ought to do all that we 
can do without Sin, ſubmit to an hundred things which 
are againſt our Mind or we had rather let alone, for the 
ſake of Peace and Unity, ſo deſirable in it ſelf, ſo neceſ- 
fary for the Glory of God, the Honour of Religion, for 
our common [Intereſt and Safety, for the Preſervation of 


what I may, without Vanity, call the beſt Church in the | 


World. 

I cannot ſtand now to tell you, how earneſtly this Du- 
ty of maintaining Unity amongſt Chriſtians is preſſed in the 
New Teſtament; how concerned our Bleſſed Maſter was, 
that all his Diſciples ſhould agree together and live as Bre- 
threnz how ſeverely the Holy Apoſtles chid and _—_ 
thoſe 
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thoſe that cauſed Diviſions and Strife amongſt Chriſtians, 
reckoning Schiſm and+ Contention amongſt the moſt hei- 
nous and dangerous Sins. It ſhonld make both the Ears 
(one would think) of ſome amongſt us to tingle, but to 
hear what Senſe the Primitive Chriſtians had of the ſinful- 
neſs of ſeparating from -and breaking the Communion of 
Chriſtians, nay, what the old Non-conformiſts here in 
England have ſaid of it, yet remaining in Print, charging 
the People to be as tender of Church-Divifion as they were 
of Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, or any other enormous 
Crime. And did Men know and conſider the evil of 
Schiſm, they would not be fo ready, upon every flight 
occaſion, to ſplit upon that Rock. 

Let us therefore divert our Fears and Scruples upon 
greater Sins. It 1s far more certain, that cauſleſs Separation 
from the Communion of Chriſtians 1s finful, than that 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, or Praying by a Book, is ſuch. 
Why then have Men ſuch invincible Scraples about one, 
and none at all about the other ? They run headlong into 
the Separate Aſſemblies, which ſurely are more like to 
Schiſmatical Conventicles than any thing in our Church is 
to Idolatry. Let Men be as ſcrupulous and fearful of of- 
fending againſt the Chriſtian Laws of Subjeftion, Peace-' 
-blenefs, and Charity, as they are of worſhipping God af- 
ter an impure manner, and this alone will contribute much 
to the making up thoſe Breaches which threaten ſudden Ru- 
ine to our Church and Nation. I only add here, that in all 
that I have now ſaid I am not conſcious to my ſelf, that I 
have uſed any Argument or affirmed any thing, but what 
many of thoſe very Miniſters, whonow diflent fromus, did 
teach, and maintain, and print too, againſt the I-deperdents 
and other ScCtaries that divided from them when they 
preached in the Pariſh-Churches. And if this was good 
Dodrine againſt thoſe who ſeparated upon the account of 
Cor- 
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Corruptions, for purer Ordinances in thoſe Days, I ſee 
not why it is not as good againſt themſelves, when upon 
the very ſame Pretences, and no other, they divide from 
us Now. 


The Lord grant that we may all come at laſt to be of 
one Mind, to live in Peace and QOnity, and then © 


the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with us. 


FINIS 


